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Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00—3:45pm 8
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Baptisms, Weddings, etc \/

Call or email the office!

Save the Date!

N
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Tuesday, December 31st Mother of God vigil Mass
Wednesday, January 1st, 2026 Mother of God Masses
Sunday, January 4th Youth Group

Saturday, January 17th Youth Group retreat

6 pm, St Peter’s Church
8 am, 10 am, St Peter’s Church
7-9pm, Worship Center

10am-4pm, Worship Center



December 28, 2025
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

From Father Jacob

Merry Christmas!

I hope you and your families are all having a joyous
and very Merry Christmas. We get to celebrate the
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh to save us men
and women from Christmas Day until Epiphany on
January 4th this year, and an extra week of
Christmas season until the Baptism of the Lord on
January 11th. I hope to sing every carol, eat every
cookie, light every tree, and ask every blessing from
the Lord during that time, and I hope you will too!

The Christmas Season

Our Christmas season is full of special celebrations!
This Sunday during “the Octave” of Christmas (the
week after Christmas day) is dedicated to the Holy
Family. On January 1st we close out the week of
Christmas festivities with the feast of Mary, the
Mother of God. But the Christmas season
continues on for two more weeks! The next Sunday
here in America we celebrate Epiphany (which in
the rest of the world is on January 6th, 12 days after
Christmas day—hence the song). The Sunday after
that we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, which
is the end of the Christmas season.

Most of us will go back to our ordinary schedules
long before January 11th, but I hope you’ll continue
to celebrate in at least some way the very great
good news that, in Jesus Christ, God came to rescue
us as Emmanuel-God with us!

Holy Family, holy families

Sometimes the Holy Family can strike us as
unapproachable. After all, two of its members (Jesus
and Mary) are untouched by any stain of sin, and the
other (Joseph) never says a word in all of Scripture.
It can seem at first blush like that family is nothing
like my family: maybe they are nice to pray to, and
certainly they look great in a nativity set, but they’re
not very relevant to me and my home. But this is not
so! Let’s understand what really made the Holy
Family to be holy.

The Holy Family is holy because it was a family
gathered around Jesus.

Being a family gathered around Jesus is not
something distant or remote. That is something your
family can have as well, and to the extent that we do
that, each of our families will also be holy. It is
Jesus that makes holiness, after all.

How can our family have Jesus at the center?

Lots of ways! A first and most important step to
help us have Jesus at the center of our families is to
pray together.

That could look like learning prayers with the little
ones before bed, or sharing blessings and prayer
intentions every evening or every week with older
kids. Maybe it looks like praying the rosary
together, or having a holy hour or daily Mass
scheduled as a couple once a week.

This week Tom Schmitt will present at Masses

about a devotion our parish has agreed to promote of
prayer to the Holy Family specifically for the

family: for our individual families, for our parish
and community, and for all families. What a
beautiful opportunity to entrust our families to the
Holy Family, and to grow as a family by praying
together! I hope you’ll take a holy card home with
you and join me in praying for families everywhere.




Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

December 28, 2025

Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday
4:00pm Mass | 8:00am Mass 10:00am Mass 12:00pm Mass
Jan 3, 2026 Jan 4, 2026 Jan 4, 2026 Jan 4, 2026
Altar Nicolas Moses | Jack Veit Abby Lighthipe Mason Olson
Servers | Parker Moses Evan Veit Charlotte Noon Emma Thompson
Cooper Moses | Noah Smith Ali Hamilton
Lectors | Jim Beck Tyler Juranek Ed Fink Cindy Bussey
Rod Nuss Landon Poss Kyla Brockelsby Susan Lorkovic
EMHC | Toni Hansen Mary Novotne | Jon Garrigan Andrea Barnes
Jacque Liston Debbie Foote Maureen Garrigan
Lucile Gerjevic Jennifer Lighthipe
Ushers | Jack Gross Sue Brownlee Dave Bristol Chris Olson
Linda Bonham | Russ Goeser Bryan Carolus Trevor Yanovich
Fred Schaben Gary Juranek Jill Clevenger Rob Peters
Mark Assman Andy Juranek Peter Clevenger Chris Maher

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, 12/30

12:00 pm - Christine Fink

Wednesday, 12/31

6:00 pm - William Epperson t

11:30pm - Tom & Kim Olson t

Thursday, 01/01

8:00 am - Craig Suden t

10:00 am - St Peter’s Parish

Friday, 01/02

8:00 am - Mary Sturm +

Saturday, 01/03

4:00 pm - St Peter’s Parish

Sunday, 01/04

8:00 am - Kenneth Finnegan t

10:00 am - Deceased Members of
the Knights of Columbus

12:00 pm - Dave Schnitker

1ST READING:
2ND READING:
GOSPEL:

READINGS FOR: January 4, 2026
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

offered their

The World According to Bob

e What did the three W|se men say after they
%lfts of gold and
frankincense ? “But wait, there's myrrh! “

e You can turn any sofa into a sofa bed by
telling your wife to calm down.

e And the Lord said unto John, come forth,
and ye shall receive eternal fife. But John
came 5th and got a toaster.

MASS TIMES

Wednesday, December 31st

6:00pm Vigil Mass
11:30pm Candlelight Vigil Mass

Thursday, Jan 1*
8:00am & 10:00am

A Holy Day of Obligation

The parish office will be
closed Wednesday,
December 31° and will
reopen on Monday,
January 5th

%W@Wm@ﬁm

ome Ring In The New Year With The Lord!
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DEBBIE L. FOOTE

ASSOCIATE BROKER

REALTOR®

MOBILE: 402-669-5258
DIRECT: 712-328-5008

2 (B
DFOOTE@NPDODGE.COM S
1032 WOODBURY, COUNCIL BLUFFS, 1A 51503

0

) HANSEN

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Brian Hansen

Phone # 712-323-6824

1920 Rue St Suite 11 Council Bluffs, IA
hansenchirocb@gmail.com

*KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA

Lori Hughes - Sales Representative
lorihughes73@hotmail.com
Phone: 712-256-1204 Fax: 712-256-1206

LOESS HILLS
LAWN AND LEAF
712-828-2098

LOESSHILLSLAWNANDLEAF@GMAIL.COM

LOESS HILLS

Lawn & Leaf

cALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE: MOWING, AERATION,
LANDSCAPING,AND MORE

ERIN TRESCOTT e,

an Officer
E@z =
B2

[E] etrescott@guildmortgage.net

Senior Mortgage L

Gund

mortgage

402.981.2011

[ wwwerintrescott.com

3 efor all Y°" o

=

NMLS 457124, Guild Mortgage Company NMLS 3274

CUTLER-O’NEIL

MEYER-WOODRING

cZ0FUNERAL
545 Willow Ave Council Bluffs
(712) 322-7779
www.cutleroneill.com

HOME G

Sude al Billing & Account
ol Management
e rprises (402) 880-9065
EXPERTISE AT WORK FOR YOU

Owned and Operated by
Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh

Senior Pictures 3 Families Evnnts

Rob Peters

L

St Anne’s Altar Soéiety

Meets the 1* Thursday of the
month March - December at 6pm
in the social hall. Al women of
the parish over the-age of 18 are
automatically members.

BETHANY

Lutheran Health Services
7 Elliott St Council Bluffs
712-328-9500 | www.blhs.care
Assisted Living Facility

The care you need for the life you want!

Tyler Juranek, LIMT
24065 McPherson Avenue
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

UnleashedRelief@gmail.com
402-943-6414

All sessions tailored to fit your needs.

At Unreleased Relief, its all about you! and your needs. | ‘,-

Glass Doctor of Council Bluffs
2104 West Broadway
712-323-3112

MYERS ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Licensed and Insured
Commercial and Residential

402-510-4594
MYERSELECTRICALSERVICE@GCMAIL.COM

GLASS DOCTOR

2 Peighborly company

R



Shea Decorating Company

Painting @ Paper hanging
Commercial ® Residential
Interior ®Exterior

CELL |402.659.2721
SHOP |712.322.5279
FAX |712.323.9203

sheadec@gmail.com

Dan Shea
Owner
Third Generation

DO YOU OWN RENTAL
PROPERTY?

Call us Today!
712-322-5535
[i] Kouri o
on MANAGEMENT Management

s& Knights of
Columbus®

Donnie Kenkel, CLTC, FIC

Field Agent
712-579-9066

LifeInsurance- DisabilityIncome Insurance

LongTermCare Insurance-Retirement Annuities

St. Joseph Cemetery

For peace of mind make
your arrangements early.

Contact Adam Thomas
712-318-1024

A Sacred Place In Harmony
With Our Catholic Faith

Knights of Columbus Council 1045

Meeting 4"" Monday of each
month at 6pm in the social hall.

If interested in membership
contact Sean Dunphy at 402-
960-6215 or the parish office at
712-318-3030

Birthright

| of Council Blaffs

o CE
Pregnant?

712-322-2100
<& birthright.org/councilbluffs

Discount Prices On Tires & Wheels
Complete Automotive Service

wes @

DISCOUNT TIRES

Bob Shives

125 W Pierce St, Council Bluffs, IA
712-322-6636

M & R WELDING

119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs
Office: 712-322-5342, Fax: 712-256-0038

Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas

W
KELLYS CARPET Omaha

Youll like the way we do business!
Schedule your appointment today!

90th & L - Omaha
402-687-3828

kellyscarpetomaha.com

HOY | KILNOSKI

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

1221 N16th St, Council Bluffs
Phone: 712-256-9988

www.hoyfuneral.com

I_.P'-'-‘-' HEARTLAND
PROPERTIES, INC.
John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner

402-681-4812
535 W Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs
www.heartlandproperties.com

JE )cginn laco

MCGINN, SPRINGER & NOETHE P.L.C.

FIrmM

since 1914

Two location in Council Bluffs

Q0 N. 16™ St | 3464 5" Ave
712-007-5885 [712-328-1566

www.mcginnlawfirm.com

~Tieritage

oF Fox Run

3121 Macineery Dr, Council Bluffs
712-256-2741

www.heritage-communities.com

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support

Availa u Bank

712-322-3300
712-322-1700

1751 Madison Ave
117 Pearl St
Member

www.availa.bank

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

o StateFarm

Judd Knispel Agency
712-325-0256

Auto|Home|Life|Business|Health

402-964-4400

Wwww.narmigroup.com

Want to advertise in our bulletin? Call our Parish Office at 712-318-3030
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INVITES ALL YOUNG DISG

Come and find your identity in Christ

Sin separates us from God’s love, distorting our understanding of
our identity as His beloved children. Through baptism and the Holy
Spint dwelling in us, we are freed from our slavery to sin. This gives

us the freedom to know, love, and serve God in this life and to
remain with Him forever in Heaven.

Saturday January 17th
10am-4pm
St. Francis Worship Center
238 S 6th St
Lunch and snacks provided
Scan the QR code to register BY Jan 10th

Questions?
+ NE T Contact: Kendall

faithformation@corpuschristiia.com




