St. Peter’s Catholic Church

' a country church in the city

Pastor Fr Jacob Epstein

jepstein@dmdiocese.org
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Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4
aturday: 4pm PARISH WEBSITE = www.saintpeterscb.org

Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12 noon PARISH PHONE NUMBER ~ 712-318-3030

Tues:
ues: Noon PARISH ROBOCALL NUMBER 1-800-679-0847

( )

Wed and Fri: 8am

Thurs: Noon and 5:30pm

Reconciliation

Saturday 3:00—3:45pm
&3) || (€3

Sunday 7:00-7:45am

Baptisms, Weddings, etc \/

Call or email the office!

Save the Date!
Sunday, January 4th Youth Group 7-9pm, Worship Center
Sunday, January 4th Young Adult Christmas Party 6-8pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall
Saturday, January 17th Youth Group retreat 10am-4pm, Worship Center

Sunday, January 25th Catholic School Week breakfast  After Masses, Social Hall



January 4, 2026
The Epiphany Of The Lord

From Father Jacob

Lord every nation on Earth
will adore You!

The word “epiphany” means appearance, and the
feast of the Epiphany of the Lord originally
celebrated the visit of the Magi, but also the
baptism of the Lord and the wedding feast at Cana,
all times when Jesus’s power and glory were
“shown forth” to the world. Today we mostly focus
on the visit of the Magi.

The visit of these wise men is important because it
is the beginning of the fulfillment of God promise
that His salvation is not just for one people, the
Jewish people, but, through them, for all nations
and peoples. The magi are not Jewish, but they
recognize the coming of the Lord and come and lay
their gifts before Him. God’s salvation is for the
whole world, and this is the very beginning of
announcing it.

The wise men bring gifts to present to the baby
Jesus, and these are significant:

Gold is presented to a king. Jesus is the descendant
of David, the new king of Israel. He is also the new
Adam, the rightful ruler of all humanity and, as
God, He is the king of the universe.

Frankincense is a kind of incense, which is burned
as an offering to God. Jesus is God become a man,
in whom “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us”. The wise men also worshipped Jesus by
prostrating themselves.

Myrrh is another kind of incense, one specifically
used to embalm the dead. Here the wise men
foretell that Jesus will die for us on the cross, and so
destroy death and free us for eternal life with him.
When Jesus died Nicodemus brought myrrh and
other spices to embalm him (John 19:39). Some
people think this is the same myrrh the wise men
brought but nobody knows for sure.

Donuts and Hospitality

Our parish is lucky to have the Knights of Columbus
hosting coffee and donuts after the 8 and 10 o’clock
Masses the first weekend of the month. Last year we
also hosted hospitality after the 4pm and noon
Masses with wine, lemonade, cheese and crackers,
and usually some other snacks as well.

We want to continue to host these great chances for
us to get together and get to know each other, but we
need your help! If your family can host one of these
gatherings in 2026, sign up to ‘host’ a month this
weekend. The parish and a generous donor provide
the wine, and the parish will reimburse you for the
snacks. We just need a little planning, some setup in
the social hall, and good hospitality from one or two
families once a month!

No Parish Council this month

We will not have parish council this Tuesday. Many
of our parish committees will be meeting this
month, please contact your committee chair for
information.

Our parish committees make everything tick here
at St Peter’s. Just to name a few recent things since
Thanksgiving:

Our Santa visit

The new Parish directory

Our Advent devotional materials

The Angel tree

Advent family night for Religious Education

The new retaining wall in front of the rectory

If you are open to helping make good things happen
here at St Peter’s, consider joining a committee!
Contact the office for information.




January 4, 2026
The Epiphany Of The Lord

Saturday 4:00pm Sunday Sunday 10:00am | Sunday 12:00pm
Mass 8:00am Mass Mass Mass
Jan 10, 2026 Jan 11, 2026 Jan 11, 2026 Jan 11, 2026
Altar Emma Rodenburg | Owen Juranek Sarah Lighthipe Evelyn Duitsman
Servers | Nicolas Rodenburg | Dawson Smith Leighton Finnegan | John Duitsman
Morgan Garst
Lectors | Erik King Jean Coughlin Tony Peterson Aubree Brandau
Dylies King Noah Smith Mike Noon Casey Peters
EMHC | Debbie Ryan Sheryl Garst Ed Fink Cindy Bussey
Wayne Stangl Nicole Juranek | Sandy Fritzsche
Mary Hazen Patty Gantt
Ushers | Jack Gross Jeff Veit Nate Noon Chris Olson
Linda Bonham Eric Ledger Mike Nielsen Trevor Yanovich
Fred Schaben Keith Wirtz Dan Lighthipe Rob Peters
William Stoshal Jim Havermann | Margine Henry Mikey Donovan
READINGS FOR: January 11, 2026
1ST READING: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
2ND READING: Acts 10:34-38
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

YOUTH GROUPRP

INVITES ALL YOUNG DISCIPLES
GRADES 9-12 TO OUR RETREAT

Come and find
your identity in Christ

Sin separates us from God’s love,
distorting our understanding of our
identity as His beloved children.
Through baptism and the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us, we are freed from our
slavery to sin. This gives us the
freedom to know, love, and serve God
in this life and to remain with Him
forever in Heaven.

Saturday January 17th
10am-4pm
St. Francis Worship Center
238 S 6th St
Lunch and snacks provided
Scan the QR code to register BY Jan 10th
Questions?

<$>NET
Contact: Kendall

faithformation@corpuschristiia.com

Join Us Today!

Sunday, after 8am & 10am Mass

for Donuts & Coffee

Saturday, after 4pm Mass
Sunday after 12:00pm Mass
for Wine & Cheese

The World According to Bob

| wonder if the three wise men said to
Jesus “Just to be clear, these gifts are for
your birthday AND Christmas.”

It was discovered there was this king
who was only 12 inches tall. He was a
terrible ruler.

Authorities are searching for an
escaped inmate described a psychic
little person. Police warn that the
suspect is considered a small medium at
large.

| call my horse Mayo and sometimes
Mayo neighs.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, 01/06

12:00 pm - Vocations from our
Parish

Wednesday, 01/07

8:00 am - Bill & lona Spitznagle T
Thursday, 01/08

12:00 pm - Roger Snook t

5:30 pm - Deceased members of
our Parish

Friday, 01/09

8:00 am - Those in OCIA
Saturday, 01/10

4:00 pm - For the youth going

on retreat

Sunday, 01/11

8:00 am - St Peter’s Parish

10:00 am - Helen Billeter t+

12:00 pm - For our First
Reconciliation Students

' Women’s Prayer Group
Tue, Jan 13"
6:30pm
in the Social Hall

YOUTH GROUP
Sunday, Jan 4"
7-9pm
St Francis Worship Center,
238 S 6th St

Join us as we dive into the
conversation Pope Leo XIV
had with the 15,000 young
people at NCYC. Feel free
to bring a friend! Rumor
has it there may even be a
king cake.
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DEBBIE L. FOOTE

ASSOCIATE BROKER

REALTOR®

MOBILE: 402-669-5258
DIRECT: 712-328-5008

2 (B
DFOOTE@NPDODGE.COM S
1032 WOODBURY, COUNCIL BLUFFS, 1A 51503

0

) HANSEN

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Brian Hansen

Phone # 712-323-6824

1920 Rue St Suite 11 Council Bluffs, IA
hansenchirocb@gmail.com

*KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA

Lori Hughes - Sales Representative
lorihughes73@hotmail.com
Phone: 712-256-1204 Fax: 712-256-1206

LOESS HILLS
LAWN AND LEAF
712-828-2098

LOESSHILLSLAWNANDLEAF@GMAIL.COM

LOESS HILLS

Lawn & Leaf

cALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE: MOWING, AERATION,
LANDSCAPING,AND MORE

ERIN TRESCOTT e,

an Officer
E@z =
B2

[E] etrescott@guildmortgage.net

Senior Mortgage L

Gund

mortgage

402.981.2011

[ wwwerintrescott.com

3 efor all Y°" o

=

NMLS 457124, Guild Mortgage Company NMLS 3274

CUTLER-O’NEIL

MEYER-WOODRING

cZ0FUNERAL
545 Willow Ave Council Bluffs
(712) 322-7779
www.cutleroneill.com

HOME G

Sude al Billing & Account
ol Management
e rprises (402) 880-9065
EXPERTISE AT WORK FOR YOU

Owned and Operated by
Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh

Senior Pictures 3 Families Evnnts

Rob Peters

L

St Anne’s Altar Soéiety

Meets the 1* Thursday of the
month March - December at 6pm
in the social hall. Al women of
the parish over the-age of 18 are
automatically members.

BETHANY

Lutheran Health Services
7 Elliott St Council Bluffs
712-328-9500 | www.blhs.care
Assisted Living Facility

The care you need for the life you want!

Tyler Juranek, LIMT
24065 McPherson Avenue
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

UnleashedRelief@gmail.com
402-943-6414

All sessions tailored to fit your needs.

At Unreleased Relief, its all about you! and your needs. | ‘,-

Glass Doctor of Council Bluffs
2104 West Broadway
712-323-3112

MYERS ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Licensed and Insured
Commercial and Residential

402-510-4594
MYERSELECTRICALSERVICE@GCMAIL.COM

GLASS DOCTOR

2 Peighborly company

R



Shea Decorating Company

Painting @ Paper hanging
Commercial ® Residential
Interior ®Exterior

CELL |402.659.2721
SHOP |712.322.5279
FAX |712.323.9203

sheadec@gmail.com

Dan Shea
Owner
Third Generation

DO YOU OWN RENTAL
PROPERTY?

Call us Today!
712-322-5535
[i] Kouri o
on MANAGEMENT Management

s& Knights of
Columbus®

Donnie Kenkel, CLTC, FIC

Field Agent
712-579-9066

LifeInsurance- DisabilityIncome Insurance

LongTermCare Insurance-Retirement Annuities

St. Joseph Cemetery

For peace of mind make
your arrangements early.

Contact Adam Thomas
712-318-1024

A Sacred Place In Harmony
With Our Catholic Faith

Knights of Columbus Council 1045

Meeting 4"" Monday of each
month at 6pm in the social hall.

If interested in membership
contact Sean Dunphy at 402-
960-6215 or the parish office at
712-318-3030

Birthright

| of Council Blaffs

o CE
Pregnant?

712-322-2100
<& birthright.org/councilbluffs

Discount Prices On Tires & Wheels
Complete Automotive Service

wes @

DISCOUNT TIRES

Bob Shives

125 W Pierce St, Council Bluffs, IA
712-322-6636

M & R WELDING

119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs
Office: 712-322-5342, Fax: 712-256-0038

Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas

W
KELLYS CARPET Omaha

Youll like the way we do business!
Schedule your appointment today!

90th & L - Omaha
402-687-3828

kellyscarpetomaha.com

HOY | KILNOSKI

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

1221 N16th St, Council Bluffs
Phone: 712-256-9988

www.hoyfuneral.com

I_.P'-'-‘-' HEARTLAND
PROPERTIES, INC.
John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner

402-681-4812
535 W Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs
www.heartlandproperties.com

JE )cginn laco

MCGINN, SPRINGER & NOETHE P.L.C.

FIrmM

since 1914

Two location in Council Bluffs

Q0 N. 16™ St | 3464 5" Ave
712-007-5885 [712-328-1566

www.mcginnlawfirm.com

~Tieritage

oF Fox Run

3121 Macineery Dr, Council Bluffs
712-256-2741

www.heritage-communities.com

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support

Availa u Bank

712-322-3300
712-322-1700

1751 Madison Ave
117 Pearl St
Member

www.availa.bank

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

o StateFarm

Judd Knispel Agency
712-325-0256

Auto|Home|Life|Business|Health

402-964-4400

Wwww.narmigroup.com

Want to advertise in our bulletin? Call our Parish Office at 712-318-3030




