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Where is your God? 

Iôm sure all of us have seen the news of yet another 

mass shooting this week, this time at Annunciation 

Catholic church and school in Minneapolis. May 

God rest those who have died, may He give healing 

to those affected, may He bring consolation to those 

who are mourning and traumatized, and may He 

strengthen us to change things.  

Although the young person who committed this 

awful crime seems to have been very unwell, I was 

struck in a news article to see a good question 

scrawled on one of the magazine clips used in this 

crime. The gunman asked, ñWhere is your God?ò 

 

This is a good question, and it deserves an answer. 

 

Where was God when these poor children were shot 

and killed, or when many others were wounded?  

For that matter, where was God when the shooter 

was plotting this horrible crime, apparently in great 

distress and isolation? 

Where is He when so many are in the hospital 

wounded and suffering? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He is on the cross. 

 

When Christians claim that God is ñpresentò we are 

not making a vague claim about God being 

everywhere, or about love always winning or God 

being in our hearts somehow. Such pleasantries fall 

away when we have to face a real world full of 

harshness and cruelty and death. 

God was with those children in the most concrete 

way possible because in Jesus God, too, suffered an 

unjust and cruel death. 

He is with all those people suffering in the hospital 

because in Jesus God, too, suffered. 

He was even with the one who shot them, or at least 

offering to be with him, in every turn of his 

suffering. We will know at the end of time if that 

poor man at the very end took God up on that offer. 

We do not have a God just for nice feelings and 

good vibes. We have a God who has gone to the 

depths, and who can say truthfully to these children 

in Minnesota, and in Ukraine, Gaza or anywhere 

else in the world: ñI am with you.ò 

Psalm 42 

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my 
soul is yearning for you, my God. 

My soul is thirsting for God, the living God; 
when can I enter and appear before the face of God?  
My tears have become my bread, by day, by night, 

as they say to me all the day long,  
ñWhere is your God?ò 

These things will I remember as I pour out my soul: 
For I would go to the place of your wondrous tent, all 
the way to the house of God, amid cries of gladness 
and thanksgiving, the throng keeping joyful festival. 
Why are you cast down, my soul; why groan within 
me? Hope in God; I will praise him yet again,  

my saving presence and my God. 
My soul is cast down within me, therefore I 

remember you from the land of Jordan and Mount 
Hermon, from the Hill of Mizar. 

Deep is calling on deep, in the roar of your torrents; 
your billows and all your waves swept over me. 

By day the LORD decrees his merciful love; by night 
his song is with me, prayer to the God of my life. 
I will say to God, my rock, ñWhy have you forgotten 
me? Why do I go mourning oppressed by the foe?ò 
With a deadly wound in my bones, my enemies 
revile me, saying to me all the day long, 

ñWhere is your God?ò 
Why are you cast down, my soul; why groan within 
me? Hope in God; I will praise him yet again, my 

saving presence and my God.  
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Fatherôs Thought for the Week 

When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will 

you be because of their inability to repay you. For 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous. 

We often do favors for our neighbors, friends, and 

family members, both because we like them and 

because we know they would do the same for us. How 

lucky we are to have the opportunity to do a favor for 

God! 
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